Speakers of the Networking Session

Knowledge Networks for Women’s Health and Safety
Thursday, June 22nd 2006
Vancouver Convention & Exhibition Centre, Room Oceanview 1

1:30-3:30pm

Session Chair 
Kimberly Walker, Executive Director, National Network on Environments and Women’s Health
Biography: Kimberly Walker is the Executive Director of the National Network on Environments in Women’s Health (NNEWH).  Her academic background is in 
philosophy, bioethics and feminist ethics.  
Contact Information:

Kimberly Walker, Executive Director

National Network on Environments and Women’s Health

019 HNES Building

York University

4700 Keele St., Toronto, Ontario

CA  M3J 1P3

Website:  www.yorku.ca/nnewh
Email:  kwalker@yorku.ca
Tel:  (416) 736-2100, ext. 20711
Fax:  (416) 736-5986
Presenters
Dr. Swarna Weerasinghe, Dalhousie University
Presentation:  Refugee women’s habitat, health and safety: Knowledge transfer to grass root level refugee women

Biography:   Dr. Swarna Weerasinghe is a professor in the Department of Community Health and Epidemiology at Dalhousie University. She is the leader of the Atlantic Metropolis Health and Well Being domain, academic chair of the Research Network on Ethnoracial and Immigrant Women’s Health (NNEWH) and the director of the Biostatistical consulting unit of the Faculty of Medicine. She has designed and implemented a number of Regional, National and International research projects related to immigrant and refugee women’s health, and has co-authored three book chapters, over 90 publications, communications and conference presentations in the area of immigrant health.
Contact Information:
Swarna Weerasinghe 
RNEIWH Academic Co-Chair 
& Professor 
Community Health and Epidemiology, 
Centre for Clinical Research, Dalhousie University 
5790, University Ave 
Halifax, NS  B3H 1V7 

Tel: (902) 494-1753 
Fax: (902) 494-1597 
E-mail: swarna.weerasinghe@dal.ca
Kamlyn Ng-See-Quan, ACPD
Presentation:  Strengthening Knowledge Networks for Immigrant and Migrant Workers in Cities

Kamlyn Ng-See-Quan works with Action Canada for Population and Development (ACPD) as the Research and Liaison Officer.  As a researcher and social worker, Kamlyn’s research areas include migration and cities, reproductive and sexual health and rights, international development, labour market, and corporate social responsibility. She volunteers with Riverdale Immigrant Women’s Centre (RIWC) and Libra Knowledge and Information Services Co-operative Inc. Kamlyn received a BSW and MSW International from the University of Calgary and a BA in Sociology from the University of Western Ontario.

Contact Information:

Kamlyn Ng-See-Quan, Research & Liaison Officer

Action Canada for Population and Development
260, rue Dalhousie Street,
Suite/Bureau 300
Ottawa, Ontario

Canada   K1N 7E4

Website: www.acpd.ca
Tel:  (613) 562-0880 ext. 231

Email:  ngqkl@yahoo.ca
Ms. Linda Day, Executive Director, AWHHRG
Presentation:  Urban Aboriginal Women 

Biography:  Ms. Linda Day is the Executive Director of the Aboriginal Women’s Health and Healing Research Group (AWHHRG).  Linda is a member of the Oneida Nation, Wolf Clan and has many years of experience working in a wide variety of capacities in community-based organizations as well as governmental capacities.  She was the founding Executive Director of Healing Our Spirit B.C. Aboriginal AIDS Society, and has served on many national committees including the Health Information Systems and First Nations Health Information Governance Committee on behalf of the First Nations Chiefs’ Health Committee.  

More recently, Linda worked at the Canadian Institutes of Health Research – Institute of Aboriginal Peoples’ Health as the Senior Policy Analyst and Research Manager.  She has been a research consultant and coordinator on community based projects in Toronto prior to relocating to B.C.   Linda is a graduate of Simon Fraser University with her Master of Arts in Gerontology (2002), and her thesis work was the “Relationship between Residential School Attendance and Health Status in Later Life among First Nation Elders in B.C.”  

Contact Information:
Ms. Linda Day, Executive Director

Aboriginal Women’s Health and Healing Research Group

College of Health Disciplines

University of British Columbia

408-2194 Health Sciences Mall

Vancouver, B.C.  V6T 1Z3

Website: www.awhhrg.ca
Email:  lindaday@interchange.ubc.ca
Tel: (604) 827-3349

Fax: (604) 822-2495

Fran Odette, EWA
Presentation:  Women Living with Disabilities and Safety in the Urban Environment
Biography:  Fran Odette (MSW) manages the Women with Disabilities and Deaf Women's Program at Education Wife Assault (EWA).  Fran's work in the violence against women’s movement has had a particular focus on issues impacting women with disabilities and Deaf women.  In 2004, Fran co-authored with Cory Silverberg and Dr. Miriam Kaufman, a book entitled The Ultimate Guide to Sex and Disability - For All of Us Who Live with Disabilities, Chronic Pain and Illness, Cleis Press.
Contact Information:

Fran Odette, Program Manager

Women with Disabilities and Deaf Women’s Program

Education Wife Assault

220-215 Spadina Avenue

Toronto, Ontario  M5T 2C7

Email: fodette@womanabuseprevention.com
Tel: (416) 968-3422 Ext. 30

Fax: (416) 968-2026

Karen Yoshida, University of Toronto
Presentation:  Women Living with Disabilities and Safety in the Urban Environment
Biography:  Karen Yoshida (Ph.D) is an Associate Professor in the Department of Physical Therapy and the Graduate Department of Rehabilitation Science at the University of Toronto. She has worked collaboratively with different consumer disability groups and takes a critical disability approach and promotes “insider” experiences. Her most current research focus in on women living with disabilities, embodiment, health and access to health services. 

Contact Information:

Karen Yoshida
Department of Physical Therapy

University of Toronto

500 University Ave Rm 838

Toronto ON Canada M5G 1V7

Tel:  (416) 978-6589

Email:  karen.yoshida@utoronto.ca
Marisol Dalmazzo Peillard, AVP-Asociación Vivienda Popular (Social Housing Association), Colombia
Presentation: Forced Displacements: Impacts on Women’s Security and Health
Biography:  Architect Marisol Dalmazzo was born in Valparaíso-Chile and has been a resident of Colombia since 1974.  She studied Architecture at that University of Chile in Valparaiso and graduated from the National University of Colombia in 1980, and has since worked on the development and management of projects related to urban issues and social housing.  As the founder and director of AVP- Association for Social Housing (Asociación para la Vivienda Popular) Dalmazzo has managed and directed gender and women’s projects aimed at the participation of women citizens. From 2000 to 2002, she managed the physical and social reconstruction of three municipalities - with a 12.5 million dollar budget-in the earthquake affected Quindio District, Colombia. 
Dalmazzo also belongs to the Movement for the Equity and Equal Opportunity of Women, and is a member of the Women and Habitat Network LAC- a space where women work for the recognition of women’s right to housing and to the city.  With UNIFEM’s support, she carried out a project between 2002 and 2005 entitled The Strengthening of Women’s Leadership and Municipal Partnerships for Peace and Coexistence (Fortalecimiento del Liderazgo Femenino y Alianzas Municipales por la Paz y la Convivencia) in five municipalities of the Quindio District, a project that consisted of the pedagogic exercise of citizen participation and impact on the topic of violence against women in everyday spaces. In partnership with the Women and Gender Office of the Municipality of Bogotá, she is currently working on a project that aims to provide training on and to implement CEDAW-with an emphasis of eliminating violence against women- in 20 communities of Bogotá.  Dalmazzo is also a member of AVP’s General Assembly and member of the Directive Board of both AVP’s Foundation for Social Development and the Habitat International Coalition. She is co-author of a variety of publications and former professor of Urbanism and Urban Economy courses, and has been an invited speaker at different events, seminars and conferences on housing rights and the right to the city. 

Marisol Dalmazzo Peillard, AVP-Asociación Vivienda Popular (Social Housing Association), Colombia
Biography in Spanish:
Arquitecta nacida en valparaíso-chile, reside en colombia desde 1974..estudio arquitectura en la universidad de chile  de valparaíso y en la universidad nacional de colombia, donde  obtiene su grado en 1980.desde entonces ha estado vinculada a la gestión y construccion de proyectos de vivienda social,  a la temática urbana y a la gestion y dirección de proyectos de  mujer y genero para la  participación ciudadana, en su calidad de  fundadora y directora de proyectos de  la avp-  asociacion para la vivienda popular. De el año 2000 al 2002, gerencio la reconstrucción física y social de 3 muniicpios del departamento del quindío-colombia, afectados por un terremoto, con un presupuesto de 12, 5 millones de dólares. Hace parte de movimientos por la equidad y la igualdad de oportunidades para las mujeres e integra la red mujer y habitat de america latina desde donde desarrolla una labor por el reconocimiento de los derechos de las mujeres a la vivienda y a la ciudad. Entre los años 2002 y 2005 llevó a cabo con el apoyo de unifem el proyecto fortalecimiento del liderazgo femenino y alianzas municipales por la paz y la convivencia  en 5 municipios del departamento del quindío, que consistio en un ejercicio pedagógico de participación  ciudadana e incidencia teniendo como tema eje la violencia contra las mujeres en los espacios cotidianos. Actualmente esta impulsando en alianza con la alcaldía mayor de bogotá, oficina de mujer y generos, un proyecto de capacitación e implementación de la cedaw en las 20 localidades de bogotá, con énfasis en la no violencia contra las mujeres. Es miembro de la asamblea general de avp y de las juntas directivas de la fundacion avp para el desarrollo social y de la coalicion internacional del habitat. Ha realizado varias publicaciones en co-autoría con otras  investigadoras. Ha sido docente universitaria en las catedras de urbanismo y economia urbana. Ha participado como expositora en distintos eventos, seminarios y congresos desde el tema de derechos a la vivienda y la ciudad.

Contact Information:

Marisol Dalmazzo, Technical Director
AVP-Asociación Vivienda Popular (Social Housing Association)

Tel: 57-1-2883271 / 2872213

Fax: 57-1-2883281

E-mail: proyectos@avp.org.co
Facilitator
Prabha Khosla, Toronto Women’s Call to Action

Networking Session Facilitator
Prabha Khosla is an urban planner with extensive international experience in sustainability planning, capacity building of municipal officials, staff and civil society, and research and development of training and resource materials. Her work is informed by an intersectional analysis and includes participatory and environmental planning; diversity, women's equality and gender equity; democratizing governance; and water and sanitation. She is an advisor to the Gender and Water Alliance and the Co-Managing Editor of Women and Environments International Magazine.

Contact Information:

Prabha Khosla

Email:  prabha@idirect.com
Website : www.twca.ca
Recorder
Jyoti Phartiyal, Administrative Coordinator, NNEWH

Recorder of Networking Session
Jyoti Phartiyal is the Administrative Coordinator of the National Network on Environments in Women’s Health (NNEWH). She is currently studying health policy at York University, and is also actively involved in poverty eradication and sustainable development campaigns in the Greater Toronto Area. Her interests include social policy, women’s rights, and international development. 

Contact Information:
Jyoti Phartiyal 
Administrative Coordinator 
National Network on Environments and Women's Health 
019 Health, Nursing and Environmental Studies Building, York University 
4700 Keele Street 
Toronto, ON   M3J 1P3 

Email:  jyotip@yorku.ca
Tel: (416) 736-2100 Ext. 20715 
Fax: 416-736-5986 

The National Network on Environments and Women’s Health (NNEWH) organized this session in partnership with representatives from: 

Women in Cities International

Aboriginal Women’s Health and Healing Research Group 

Toronto Women’s Call to Action 

Action Canada for Population Development 
Community Health and Epidemiology, Dalhousie University

Women with Disabilities and Deaf Women’s Program, Education Wife Assault

Department of Physical Therapy, University of Toronto

AVP-Asociación Vivienda Popular (Social Housing Association), Colombia
NNEWH is supported financially through a contribution agreement with the Bureau of Women’s Health and Gender Analysis, Health Canada.  The views herein do not necessarily represent the views or official policy of Health Canada.  For further information about NNEWH and its initiatives please contact Gail Lush, Communications Coordinator, at lushg@yorku.ca  or call 416-736-2100, ext. 20713.  
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